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HONESTY ESSENTIAL FOR PEACE EFFORTS 


THE peace initiative of Tourism 
Minister S Thondaman for resolving 
the Sri Lankan conflict took a 
battering in November ard seems on 
the verge of collapse. The contact 
between the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and Mr 
Thondaman through intermediaries, 
was revealed in mid-August by 
LTTE’s Anton Balasingham, when he 
invited the Minister for talks in 
Jaffna. 


Mr Thondaman who insists that he 
is solely acting in his capacity as 
leader of plantation trade union the 
Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC) and 
not as an agent of the Government, 
despatched a detailed proposal to the 
LTTE in late October. Reports say 
that the proposal provides for an 
autonomous region in the North-East 
and the establishment of Muslim 
Pradeshiya Sabhas (AGA Division 
Councils) in the East in areas where 
Muslims are in the majority. The 
LTTE sent a brief reply, confirming 
the invitation extended by Mr Bala- 
singham. 


Mr Thondaman declined the 
invitation, urging the LTTE to 
respond to his proposal on the basis 
of which a working paper may be 
drawn for discussion when he visits 
the peninsula. He received a second 
reply from the LTTE on 7 November 
informing discussing CWC’s paper 
would serve no purpose and that 
proposals should come directly from 
the Government. 


In other statements the LTTE also 
expressed concern over the attempt at 
negotiations while military operations 
and an economic blockade continued 
in the North-East. Mr Thondaman’s 
statement in India in October that the 
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement of 1987 
provides all the rights to the Tamils 
except ‘Eelam’, has been severely 
criticised. The critics point out that 


the Agreement did not even provide — 
for the permanent merger of the 
North and East. 


Mr Thondaman met President 
Premadasa on 11 and 13 November 
and was ‘advised’ that he should first 
obtain proposals from the LTTE. 
Immediately thereafter Mr Thonda- 
man flew northwards, not to Jaffna, 
but to New Delhi, having been 
entrusted with the task of patching up 
Indo-Sri Lanka relations punctured 
following accusation by Sri Lanka that 
India was responsible for the collapse 
of the Sixth Summit of the South 
Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) which was 
scheduled to commence in Colombo 
on 7 November. Observers say that 
the peace initiative was a prominent 
item in the agenda for the discussion 
between Mr Thondaman and the 
Indian Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao. 


Mr Thondaman’s attempt is one of 
a long series of peace proposals, 
discussions and conferences. After the 
genocidal massacre of the Tamils in 
1983, a hastily summoned All Party 
Conference (APC) ended in failure. 
This was followed by the “Thimpu 
Talks’ in July 1985, the Political 
Parties Conference (PPC) in July 1986 
and discussions on the ‘December 19” 
proposals of the Sri Lankan 
government in December 1986. The 
year 1987 saw the signing of the 
infamous Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement 
and following the Agreement the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitution was 
enacted creating the Provincial 
Councils. 


There have also been number of 
international peace initiatives, most 
notable being the one by the 
Commonwealth on a proposal made 
by Australia. Religious and human 
rights organisations have continued to 
pressurise the parties to the conflict. 


A second All Party Conference was 
convened by President Premadasa in 
September 1989. While this APC 
continues its sessions leisurely, yet 
another forum, a 43-member 
Parliamentary Select Committee into 
the ethnic conflict was appointed on 
15 November. 


At a time when the country requires 
prompt pragmatic action, such 
committees and conferences could be 
for only one purpose - to mislead the 
international community into 
believing that attempts are being 
made by the Government to bring 
about peace, while at the same time 
to bomb the North-East, massacre the 
Tamils, colonise the Tamil homeland 
and continue the economic blockade. 
Mr Thondaman says, “The problem of 
the North-East cannot be solved by 
useless promises; it cannot be solved 
by meetings or continuous con- - 
ferences”. But his own proposal has 
been submitted to the Parliamentary 
Select Committee for discussion. 


The Select Committee, hailed by 
some as the best chance for peace, has 
embarked on an exercise in futtlity. 
Firstly, any discussion that excludes 
the LTTE, has no chance of 
succeeding as rightly pointed out by 
Mr Thondaman. Secondly, no party 
has a two-thirds majority in 
Parliament required for the 
amendment of the provisions of the 
Constitution, particularly the 13th 
Amendment, to accommodate any 
proposals of the Select Committee. 


If genuinely encouraging peace 
efforts, President Premadasa need not 
request proposals from the LTTE. 
The LTTE has already reiterated the 
demands made by the Tamils at the 
Thimpu conference - recognition of 
(a) the Tamil homeland (b) the 
Tamils as a nation (c) the Tamil right 
of self-determination. India must also 
realise that the Tamils cannot 
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compromise on fundamental rights 
and that she owes a great deal to the 
Tamils of Sri Lanka, having assured 
them support and discarding them, as 
the Tamil saying goes, helplessly in 
mid-stream. 


Any peace effort must be genuine, 
workable and devoid of attempts at 
making political capital. It is pertinent 
to recall here the unilateral 
abrogation of the Bandaranaike- 


Chelvanayakam Agreement of July 
1957 and the Senanayake-Chel- 
vanayakam Agreement of March 1965, 
former by the SLFP and the latter by 
the UNP. Proposals must also take 
into consideration fundamental rights 
of the Tamils and the long history of 
their oppression. Mr Thondaman has 
already been severely criticised for his 
proposal. The opposition and the 
UNP rebel group have resorted to 
personal verbal attacks on Mr 


. Thondaman. Prime Minister D B 


Wijetunge made it clear in Parliament 
that the Thondaman proposal is not 
welcome and a military solution will 
take precedence. No peace initiative 
will survive in this hostile atmos- 
phere¢ 





BITE BEHIND BLOCKADE 


THE Government of Sri Lanka 
makes no bones about enforcing an 
economic blockade of the Tamil 
North, as yet another form of combat. 


Since June 1990, a series of items 
were banned from being transported 
to the North. The latest list includes 
such items as medical supplies, bicycle 
tyres, planks and plastic bags. 
Electricity was cut off eighteen 
months ago. While limited quantities 
of kerosene are allowed on permits, 
petrol and diesel fuels are completely 
banned. Poor quality rice, flour and 
sugar are supplied in small quantities 
to keep the population near 
starvation level. As for the ban on 
medical supplies, the rationale is 
obvious! Tamil medical officers in 
government hospitals have confirmed 
that commonly prescribed drugs were 
in plentiful supply even in the small 
rural hospitals in the South, whereas 
patients in the North, perforce had to 
pay for, and obtain their medicine 
(prescribed in government hospitals) 
from private pharmacies even in peace 
time.The situation now is intolerable, 
as one can imagine.Rice, flour and 
sugar supplies have dwindled to such 
levels that the Government Agent, 
Jaffna called a conference of traders 
and distributors recently to plan 
distribution. He also warned that what 
was available was just enough to feed 
the refugees for one week. To make 
matters worse recently a food 
warehouse at Point Pedro was 
bombed. The destruction of foodstuffs 
is forbidden by article 14, protocol II 
to the Geneva Conventions, which 
states that starvation of civilians as a 
method of combat is prohibited. 


The stoppage in supplies of petrol 


and diesel has brought all cars and 
buses in Jaffna to a halt. The common 
form of transport now is the bicycle, 
but the demand for bicycles cannot be 
met as new bicycles are not allowed 
into the North. Since bicycle tyres too 
are banned, eventually bicycles too 
will cease to serve as a means of 
transport. Push carts are the next 
common form of transport. 


Agriculture in Jaffna which was 
heavily dependent on imported 
fertilizers, pesticides and kerosene for 
lift irrigation is now reduced to less 
than a third of what it was before. The 
fishing industry thrived in the North 
after the introduction of diesel-driven 
boats. Presently owing to the hazards 
of going out to sea and the lack of 
diesel oil, fishermen have to confine 
themselves to shallow waters along 
the coast. In addition to the closure of 
small industries depending of 
electricity, this is a severe blow to the 
economy. 


Apart from the restriction on 
essential supplies imposed by the 
government, corrupt Officials and 
soldiers aggravate the situation by 
confiscating articles at random for 
their own use. Some people say that 
railway employees confiscate empty 
plastic cans from north-bound 
passengers for the alleged reason that 
they might fill the cans with kerosene 
from supply points enroute. Soldiers 
at checkpoints too confiscate articles 
on the pretext that such items are 
banned. 


The cumulative effect of the 
economic blckade is devastating. 
Large sections of the population have 
been deprived of their means of 


livelihood. Consequently, poverty and 
hunger have driven some families to 
begging. Parents of a family killed 
their children before committing 
suicide themselves, to spare the 
children a slow and painful death by 
starvation. Dogs have been driven by 
starvation to bite people causing a 
number of deaths. While hospitals are 
ill-equipped to deal with the normal 
services demanded, the scale of such 
demand has gone up due to 
malnourishment, poor sanitation in 
which refugees are huddled in 
makeshift camps and the mental and 
physical strain resulting from harsh 
conditions imposed by the Govern- 
ment. Hindus find it difficult to 
cremate their dead as firewood is hard 
to obtain because of the lack of 
transport. As the little kerosene 
available is used for cooking, there is 
no lighting and a typical day for the 
Northerner can be said to begin at 
dawn and end at dusk. 


The situation in the North was 
poignantly expressed by the 
Additional Essential Services 
Commissioner Devanesan Nesiah, 
after a Visit to Jaffna in November. 
"There is an acute shortage of 
kerosené and soap. Students are 
developing eye problems as a result of 
studying in dim light. There are no 
exercise books,pencils and other 
equipment for the use of the students. 
Children have no milk food and 
lactating mothers have no proper 
food. A malnourished child 
population is being created. Urgent 
action must be taken to remedy the 
situation. Otherwise in the future the 
community will be weak and 
disabled"¢ 
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Report from Germany - 
Tamil Conference in Berlin 


THE European Tamil Conference 
was held in Berlin, Germany 
commencing on 29 November. Tamil 
scholers from several countries who 
have contributed in a great measure 
to the Tamil national struggle, 
participated in the Conference. 


Apart from the main Conference 
the Centinary celebrations of Hill 
Country leader Nadesa lyar, a seminar 
On writings of Agastiyar and an 
exhibition of Eelam Tamil books were 
also held. 


The Conference was arranged by 
two organisations namely, the London 
Performing Arts Society and 
Virakesari Newspaper publishers¢ 





Report from Trincomalee - 
Flood Victims 


Owing to heavy rains 191 houses 
were reported damaged or destroyed 
in the Eachilampattai area and over 
2,000 families rendered homeless. 


It should be noted that Eachilam- 
pattai had accommodated the refugees 
who fled from Seruvila in the recent 
violence. 


The representative of EPRLF has 
sought relief for the victims from the 
Government Agent of Trincomalee¢ 


Report from Mannar - 
Malaria in Mannar 


Reports from Mannar suggest that 
Malaria is spreading in Mannar island. 


There are only two hospitals 
[Mannar town and Pesalai] 
functioning in the island at present 
but the hospital staff say that no 
blood tests are possible at these 
hospitals 


Report from Colombo - 
TELO seeks common Front 


TELO has sought talks with other 
Tamil groups and political parties in 
order to present a joint submission to 
the Parliamentary Select Committee 
appointed to resolve the ethnic 
conflict 


TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in November 1991 





SHR 627 
Students for Human Rights 


Report to delegation from the United 
Nations Organisation visiting Sri 
Lanka. Sri Lanka: Students for 
Human Rights; 1991. 

17p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights Violations / 


Students / Aid / Executive Presidency / Indo-Sri Lanka 
/ Peace Accord 


SHR 626 


Sri Lanka Update on Ethnic Conflict 
and Human Rights situation report 
and events of October 1991. Norway: 
Sri Lanka 


Resource Centre; 1991. 


Vol.1, No.7,18p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights / Aid / Events / 
Accession list (SLRC) 


SHR 625 
Amnestry International 


Sri Lanka: Unresolved “dis- 
appearances” from the period 
1987-1990; the case of Sevana Army 
Camp. 

27p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Disappearances / Torture / 
Detention / Southern Region 


OHR 64 
Human Rights Monitor 


Geneva: International Service for 


Human Rights; October 1991. 


No.14; 32p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities / 
Meetings 


OHR 65 . 


Briefing on the government’s asylum 
bill 


London: Refugee advisers support 
unit; 1991 


Op. 

DESCRIPTORS: Asylum Bill / Detention / 
Immigration rules/ Appeals / Carriers Liability Act / 
Housing 


GFL 227 © 


Transcript of speech given by the 
Prime Minister, Mr John Major at the 
Commonwealth Heads of Govern- 
ment meeting in Harare on 
Wednesday, 17 October 1991 

7p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Commonwelth / South Africa / Aid 
/ Environment / Britain 


SHR 630 | 
Nedumaran, P. 


Eela Pormunaiyil Pulikaludan by 
P.Nedumaran 2nd. ed. 


Madurai: Tamil Kulam Publishers; 
1990. 


352 p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Fact finding mission / Tamil 
homeland / LTTE 





Tamil Books for Sale at the TIC 


Tholaivum Iruppum and 
Other Stories. 


by Yesurajah, A 
Madras: Crea Publishers; 1989 
Price - £ 1.00 


Inthuppanpadu: sila 
sinthanaikal 


by Kailasanatha Kurukkal,K 
Madras: Thamizhiyal Publishers; 1989 
Price - £ 1.00 


Penngalin Suvadugalil 

by Santhi Satchithanandam 

Madras: Thamizhiyal Publishers; 1989 
Price - £ 2.00 


Yugangal Kanakkalla 

by Kavith 

Madras: Thamizhiyal Publishers; 1986 
Price - £2.00 


Neer Valaiyangal 

by Shanmugam Sivalingam 

Madras: Thamizhiyal Publishers; 1988 
Price - £ 2.00 
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November | 


PUBLIC EXECUTION: Three 
men were publicly executed in Jaffna 
by the LTTE, on charges that they led 
a gang of seventy robbers which 
carried Out a number of robberies in 
various areas of the North. 
November 2 


SEARCH OPERATIONS IN 
THE EAST: In an army search 
operation called ‘Boomerang’ in 
Ambilanthurai and Kannankudah in 
Batticaloa, a number of people were 
arrested. A school, church and houses 
were damaged in Airforce bombard- 
ment. In ‘Operation Dragnet’ in 
Amparai several Tamils were arrested. 
November 3 


MUSLIM REFUGEES PRO- 
TEST: Mannar Muslims living in 
refugee camps marched in Puttalam to 
publicise their plight. Eight hundred 
refugees from 87 refugee camps, 
including those from Kandy and 
Kurunegala, participated. 

November 4 


LTTE HIDE-OUTS DES- 
TROYED: JOC announced that a 
special army unit killed two LTTE 
members and destroyed two of their 
hide-outs at Vembiyadikulam in 
Amparai in a search operation. 
November 5 


ARMY PATROL ATTACKED: 
An army patrol was attacked by the 
LTTE at Sally near Kuchchaveli in 
the Trincomalee District. Reinforce- 
ments were rushed and the army 
claimed to have injured three of the 
attackers. 

November 6 


DAWN SEARCH AND 
ARREST: The Kallady area in 
Batticaloa was cordoned off early 
morning. Twenty persons were 
arrested and released later. 


KILLED IN SEARCH 
OPERATION: In search operations 
at Bakiella in Amparai, ten youths 
were arrested by the army. Two others 
said to be militants were shot dead 
and their bodies were handed over to 
the police. 


ARMY CAMP CLOSED: The 
army camp at Kaali Temple Road in 
Amparai was closed. Following the 
closure, temple poojas have 
recommenced. 


LTTE SHIP SEIZED: The Indian 
navy seized a ship carrying arms in 
Indian waters off the coast of 
Pondicherry. A smaller boat into 
which some cargo had been unloaded, 
sank before it was towed to the 
Madras port. The captain of the vessel 
is reported to have fled in a speed 
boat. 

November 7 


ARMY LTTE SKIRMISH: In an 
exchange of fire between the LTTE 
and the army, one LTTE fighter was 
reported killed at Chelvapuram in 
Trincomalee. 

November 8 


BOMB ALERT: Residents of 
Kattankudi were alerted by police to 
an imminent bomb attack. Congrega- 
tions at Friday prayers in mosques 
were advised to take extra precau- 
tions. 


FOOD WAREHOUSES 
ALMOST EMPTY:The Govern-. 
ment Agent of Jaffna told journalists 
that the food situation was precarious. 
Food warehouses were almost empty 
and foodstuffs available, including 
stocks of private traders would not be 
sufficient to feed the refugees for a 
week. There are 220,000 families in 
Jaffna District and 40,000 are 
displaced. To meet the requirements 
of these people, 1205 tonnes of rice, 
839 tonnes of flour, 86 tonnes of 
sugar, 80 tonnes of pulses and 4000 
sachets of milk powder were required 
for a month, he stated. 

November 9 


TAMILS SUFFER WITHOUT 
WATERSUPPLY: Reports say that 
Tamils of Kalpitty, Keerimunthal and 
Anaivasal are suffering without water 
supply, transport or health facilities. 
November 10 


TRUCK BLASTED BY LTTE 
MINE : An army truck carrying 
soldiers at Kayts Island in the Jaffna 
District was blasted by a LTTE 
landmine injuring three soldiers. 


November 11 


LTTE CAMP DESTROYED: The 
LTTE’s “Beirut” camp in the 
Batticaloa District was destroyed in an 
air raid by Y-12 fighter planes and 
helicopters, according to Government 
sources. 


OPERATION TIGER HUNT: In 
the army operation named "Tiger 
Hunt", LTTE’s "Aari" camp was said 
to have been destroyed .The JOC 
report claimed 15 Tigers were killed. 
November 12 


REFUGEE CAMP BURNT- 
DOWN: In Operation "Boomerang" 
conducted by the army covering such 
places as Vellaveli, Pattipalai, 
Vavunativu and Paduvankarai, all 
areas to the west of Batticaloa, the 
Thanthamalai refugee camp was burnt 
down. Thé refugees who were 
resettled in the 39th and 40th colonies 
in Thikodai were rendered homeless 
again as their huts were burnt down. 
Their agricultural implements and 
seed paddy were also torched. At 
Vethuchenai, the fate of three 
brothers who were taken away by the 
army is not known. A milk vendor of 
the area was shot dead in the 
operation. 

November 13 


ARMY LTTE EXCHANGE 
FIRE: The Vepankulam army guard 
post on the Mannar road at Vavuniya 
was attacked by the LTTE. Defence 
sources say that a LTTE fighter was 
killed and several wounded. 


LTTE ATTACK POLICE POST: 
The police post at Vepankulam on 
the Vavuniya-Mannar road, was 
attacked by the LTTE. Two police 


constables were killed. Another 


constable and a soldier were injured. 
A JOC report said that the LTTE lost 
4 men. 


ABDUCTED AND KILLED: 
Komaleswary of Periaporativu, 
mother of two children was abducted 
by unidentified persons at night. Her 
body was found at Kokkaddicholai the 
next morning. 


THAI NATIONALS ABDUC- 
TED: Two electrical engineers from 
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Thailand supervising installations and 
two Sri Lankans in the Punani area in 
the Batticaloa District were allegedly 
abducted by the LTTE. The two Thais 
were released next day to the ICRC at 
Batticaloa. ICRC is negotiating for 
the release of the other two persons. 
November 14 


PROTEST MARCH: Thousands of 
Jaffna’s unemployed marched to the 
Jaffna Secretariat and handed over a 
memorandum. They complained 
about the economic blockade, the 
bombing and the besiege of the 
peninsula and the resulting loss of 
livelihood. 

November 15 


REFUGEES ARRESTED: Twenty 
eight inmates of the Kalmunai and 
Karaitivu refugee camps were taken 
away by the STF according to the 
EPRLF. Most of those arrested were 
workers and students and some of 
them had been in the refugee camps 
for over a year. 

November 16 


Remove economic blocade call: 
TULF MP Mavai Senathirajah sent a 
telegram to President Premadasa 
demanding the removal of the 
economic blocade of the Jaffna 
peninsula.He said that food had not 
been distributed for a month in the 
area. 

November 17 


CYANIDE DEATH: At Santhiveli 
in Batticaloa a youth who started 
running on seeing an army patrol] was 
shot and injured, according to the 
JOC. He is reported to have taken 
cyanide and killed himself before the 
patrol reached him. 

November 18 


PROTEST MARCHES IN 
JAFFNA: Two protest marches, one 
from Hindu Ladies College and the 
other from Urumpirai converged on 
the Jaffna Secretariat. The marchers 
submitted petitions to the Govern- 
ment Agent on the economic 
blockade, ban on medical and fuel 
supplies, the imposition of the 
surveillance zone preventing fishing at 
sea and the lack of agricultural inputs 
and sanitation. 


November 19 


Tamils arrested: Two more Lankan 
Tamils were arrested at Trichy in 
Tamil Nadu in connection with the 
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi. 
November 20 


MAHILADITIVU HEADMAN 
KILLED: S.Vijayaratnam,the Village 
Headman of Mahiladitivu was killed 
by persons believed to be from the 
security forces. Mr. Vijayaratnam was 
an important witness in the 
Kokkaddicholai Commission hearings. 
The hearings were postponed as a 
result of his death. 


ARMY AMBUSHED: At 
Sangupiddy in the Kilinochchi District 
an army patrol was ambushed by the 
LTTE. Nine soldiers died and 6 were 
wounded. 


TWENTY SOLDIERS KILLED: 
At Singapura in the Polannaruwa 
District 20 soldiers were killed when 
the LTTE ambushed an army patrol 
at dawn. 

November 21 


EX-HOME SECRETARY 
ARRESTED: R.Nagarajan,former 
Home Secretary in the State of Tamil 
Nadu, was arrested by the police. The 
arrest followed discovery of 
documents in a ship recently taken 
into custody by the Indian navy. 


HEROES COMMEMORATED: 
The commemoration of “Martyrs 
Week” by the LTTE, to pay tribute to 
those who gave up their lives for 
freedom, began in the North-East. 
November 22 


KILLED IN BOMBING: A 65 year 
old man was killed when four 
bombers attacked the Kachaikadal 
area in Chavakachcheri. 

November 23 


MINISTERS MEET IN 
VAVUNIYA: Several Ministers 
participated in a meeting in Vavuniya 
to discuss restoration of civil 
administration. Traffic to and from 
the North was prohibited. 

November 24 


BOMBING IN THE NORTH: 
Kottady in Jaffna, Pooneryn and 


Vellankulam areas in Mannar were 
bombed by the air force. 
November 25 


ARRESTS IN AMPARAIT: The 
Army carried out a search operation 
in Amparai District and arrested nine 
persons at Eruvil. Six of them were 
later released and the fate of the 
other three are not known. 


TAMIL IGNORED IN PRO- 
VINCIAL COUNCIL: Cir. David 
Rasiah said that a Tamil copy of the 
budget of the Sabragamuva Provincial 
Council is not provided despite 
several requests. As a result Tamil 
councillors have difficulty in 
participating in the proceedings of the 
Council. 

November 26 


TAMILS ARRESTED IN HILL 
COUNTRY: Fourteen Tamils, 
including women were arrested in the 
Badulla area on allegation of 
involvement in violent activities. 
November 27 


SEVEN SOLDIERS KILLED: In 
an attack on army posts at Mamaduwa 
area in Vavuniya, the LTTE killed 
seven soldiers and a policeman. Army 
sources said several members of the 
LTTE were also killed. 

November 28 


NO CONSULTATION ON 
TRANSFERS: Reports say that 90 
Tamil local government officers have 
been transfered from north to the 
South without any consultation with 
them. Trade Unions have protested 
against the transfers. 

November 29 


TWELVE SOLDIERS KILLED: 
An LTTE ambush near Batticaloa left 
12 soldiers killed and 11 wounded. A 
large number of LTTEers are believed 
killed when reinforcements rushed to 
the scene, officials said. 


November 30 


NO TAMIL BOARDS: Tamils in 
Ratnapura complain that there are no 
Tamil boards in the bus stands or on 
the buses. There ia a large Tamil 
population in Ratnapura. 
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U.S. COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES CONDEMNS 


WAR GAME 





“Civilians are not simply caught 
in the crossfire in Sri Lanka. 
They are also targets” says the 
recent Report by the U.S.Committee 
for Refugees (October, 1991). Written 
by Court Robinson, a senior policy 
adviser with USCR, the Report ‘Sri 
Lanka: Island of Refugees’is an 
indictment on Sri Lankan politics. 


Commenting in the Introduction 
that “Years of communal violence and 
separatist struggle have turned an 
island of refuge (‘Serendip’) into an 
island of refugees” the Report is 
scathing in its criticism of all parties 
to the dispute:- “The story repeats 
itself with endless variations and the 
same inevitable conclusion. In one 
common version, the Tigers plant a 
landmine, killing a few soldiers, then 
retreat. The Sri Lankan security forces 
move in, rounding up and killing 
Tamil villagers in retaliation. When 
Sinhalese and Muslim civilians have 
been targets of Tiger atrocities, the 
counterblow usually strikes Tamil 


civilians, whom the government then 
labels posthumously as ‘terrorists’. 
And the game play on”. 


The paper highlights the power 
game of politics since independence 
when the Sinhalese asserted their new 
parliamentary majority through a swift 
succession of vindictive legislation, 
leaving the shorn Tamil lamb, as it 
were, in the cold, with no attempt 
whatsoever to temper the wind, which 
led to the birth of the separatist 
movement: “For two decades, younger 
generations of Tamils had watched a 
succession of Sinhalese-dominated 
governments conspire to undermine 
Tamil cultural heritage, linguistic 
rights, traditional homelands, and 
educational and employment 
opportunities - all in the name of 
Sinhalese nationalism and majority 
rule. They had watched their own 
leadership suffer defeat upon 
humiliating defeat in Parliament in a 
futile effort to secure at least equal 
rights or limited autonomy. The only 


way to keep the Sinhalese lion(singha) 
at bay, they decided, was to become 
tigers and forcibly wrest from Sri 
Lanka a separate nation, Eelam, 
where Tamils would enjoy the 
majority. Or die trying”. 


Deliberate ‘disappearances’ from 
refugee camps too have been brought 
under focus. " The will and capacity of 
the government to protect those who 
have sought shelter and relief in a 
welfare centre have also come into 
question. The camps have been 
frequent targets of army attacks and 
combing operations”, says the Report 
quoting incidents cited in the 
September 1991 Amnesty Inter- 
national Report. 


The 40 page Report is essential 
reading for those interested in refugee 
problems, human rights and questions 
of genocide. Two pages are devoted to 
a list of eight major recommenda- 
tions¢ 





Situation Report 





Prices Controlled 


In an attempt to stamp out 
profiteering in the north, the LTTE 
has banned the sale of essential items 
by private individuals. Rice, flour, 
sugar and other essential items could 
be sold only by authorised dealers at 
controlled prices. A home guard unit 
consisting of young women has been 
formed to check on hoarding and 
trafficking of these goods¢ 


No Transactions in 


Tamil 
Tamils living in the areas of 
Bandarawela, Haputala and 
Diayatalawa complain that the Post 
Offices in these areas do not accept 
telegrams in Tamil nor do they 
transact any business in Tamil¢ 


Facilities denied to 
refugees 


Tamil refugees from Kalliankadu 
village in Batticaloa say that the 
warehouse in which they were 
accommodated had no ventilation. 
Since it is one long hall in which 
several families are living, there is no 
privacy and health department 
Officials are not interested in them¢ 


No Law Reports in 
Tamil 


The Justice Ministry charged with the 
function of publishing law reports has 
thus far failed to publish law reports 
in Tamil. Tamil lawyers and law 
students studying in Tamil medium 
are handicapped as a result of the 
omission¢ 


Army and Home Guards 
occupy Tamil Villages 


Tamil villagers who fled Galoya 
colonies nos. 35, 37, 39, 40, 16 and 
Pallaiadivattai, Nediavattai, 
Kakachivattai, Vellaveli and other 
neighbouring villages in the 
Paddiruppu constituency are residing 
with friends and relatives at 
Eluvankarai. They say that they are 
unable to return to their homes, 
because the whole area is now dotted 
with mini army camps and the home 
guards roam the villages and their 
houses are all destroyed¢ 


Eelam Police 


LTTE reports that they have set up 
eight police stations in the North to 
maintain law and order¢ 
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” WELL-FOUNDED FEAR OF BEING PERSECUTED ” 





SOMASUNDARAM isa 28 
year-old Tamil born in Thangodai, a 
small village in Karainagar in the 
Northern region of Sri Lanka. His 
father was killed by the Sinhalese in 
the 1977 racial violence. His mother 
ia a Sick person and his elder brother 
is disabled. His second brother was 
arrested by the Sri Lankan security 
forces in 1985, detained and tortured. 
He had fled the country soon after his 
release. His third brother was 
subjected to torture and harassment 
by the Indian military which occupied 
the Tamil homeland for over two 
years since July 1987. He had also fled 
the counry and sought asylum in 
Switzerland. His sister too had fled to 
India for safety. Somasundaram was 
arrested by the Sri Lankan army on 13 
July 1984 under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act and spent a total of 3 
years 3 months and 15 days in the 
Elephant Pass, Palaly and Gurunagar 
military camps and Welikade, 
Tangalle and Pellawatte prisons. 


The following are excerpts from the 
testimony of Somasundaram who has 
sought political asylum in the United 
Kingdom: 


‘My clothes were immediately 
removed and I was kicked and 
assaulted with riffle butts. | was 
bleeding from the nose. They 
took me to the Falaly army camp 
and hung me upside down. | was 
assaulted again with plastic and 


tron pipes. Mayor Dias, Sergeant 
Silvaratae and Sergeant 
Nanayakara stood nearby and 


demanded to know the name of 
the section in the militant group 
and its leader. J became 
unconscious on sevaral OCCa- 
sions, but each time they revived 
me by splashing water on my face. 
At one stage Major Dias walked 
in shouting “7 am going to kil! 
him” and smashed my head 
against the wall. Blood poured 
from the resulting gash” 


Then Somasundaram was taken to 
the Elephant Pass camp and was 
tortured further. 


" They asked me about a TELO 
camp in Kilinochchi. I did not 


dnow that such a camp existed. 
Once again my clothes were 
removed and I was assaulted in 
the groin. As I could not bear the 


They placed me on my stomach 
on 4 bench and handcuffed me 
behind. Then they began hitting 
me on my back and legs with 
Plastic and tron pipes. Blood 
poured from the wounds and I 
screamed in extreme pain. They 
inserted @ pipe into a gash on my 
left leg and made it wider”’ 


Somasundaram was then taken to 
the place where he was arrested and 
asked to identify TELO members. 
When he was unable to identify 
anyone he was brought back to the 
Elephant Pass camp. There the 
torture continued. 


**....Smashed my toe with 2 
ftammer. Then one person pulled 
the nail out with a pair of 
PlHers....cthen my other toe was 
smashed. They kept hitting my 
foes with the hammer. / cried out 
and begged them to kill me 
instead of torture”: 


Thereafter Somasundaram was 
given medical treatment. But he was 
tortured on several occasions. During 
this period his brother was also 
arrested and held at the Elephant Pass 
camp for four months. On 9 August 
1984 several bodies were brought by 
soldiers to the camp and Somasun- 
daram was asked whether he 
identified anyone. The bodies 
included those of old men, a woman 
and a child. As a result of the shock 
he attempted to escape from the 
camp. He was caught, tied and 
tortured for several hours and no food 
or drink was provided for 36 hours. 
Somasundaram was forced to sign a 
confession on 13 November 1984. He 
and 14 others were not permitted to 
see the British Members of 
Parliament who visited the camp at 
the time. 


Somasundaram was transferred to 
the Welikade prison on 22 April 1985 
and was not allowed visits for nine 
months. Following a Aabeas corpus 


» application filed-by his mother his 


case was taken up in court. Because a 
large amount of money was needed to 
continue the case and following the 
advice of the lawyers, Somasundaram 
pleaded guilty on 18 June 1986 and 
was sentenced to two years rigorous 
imprisonment. Meanwhile, some 
members Of his family had to flee to 
Colombo from Jaffna following 
fighting in June 1990 between the 
LTTE and the Indian Peacekeeping 
Force (IPKF) and damage to houses 
in his area. After his release he stayed 
in Colombo in a rest room, fearing 
the IPKF and the allied Tamil groups 
who were recruiting youths in Jaffna 
by force to fight the LTTE. Several 
Tamil youths were being arrested in 
Colombo. The fighting between Tamil 
groups spread to Colombo and two 
youths were shot dead, one in the area 
Somasundaram was living . He then 
left Colombo and lived in the hill 
country with his uncle. But, the 
security forces began arresting and 
killing JVP suspects there. He 
returned to Colombo in fear. In 
March and April 1990 a number of 
Tamil youths were arrested in 
Colombo including his friend 
S.Chandralingam who then 
‘disappeared’. Two more youths were 
shot dead in Colombo. Police 
investigators had visited his home and 
made inquiries. He then decided to 
flee the country. 


In'Britain he applied for asylum 
giving detailed written statement to 
the Hame Office about his persecu- 
tion in Sri Lanka and his fear to 
return. He has not been granted 
refugee status. 


He expressed his feelings in the 
following words: 


"Human Rights are denied in 
many countries. This country has 
a great tradition of recognising 
and representing human rights. 
Three extreme forms of persecu- 
tion are imprisonment, torture 
and death. J suffered imprison- 
ment and torture and escaped 
death. What more agony and 
suffering has one to undergo for 
the fear to be "Well-founded"? 
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In Search of a Safe Haven 
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SAMPANTHAPILLAI * is a 64 
year old man from Avarankal in 
Jaffna. He is married and and father 
of four children. He worked as an 
accountant in the Police Department 
in Trincomalee. In June 1990 fighting 
resumed between the LTTE and the 
Sri Lankan forces and on 13 June 
1990 the army entered the Trincoma- 
lee town. Thousands of Tamils fled. 
Sampanthapillai was one of them. He 
describes the events: 


“Around mid-night a shell 
exploded in front of oar house. 
My daughter (who worked in the 
Fishertes Department) and 
myself ran along with many 
others. We took refage ma 
charch at Sambaltiva, four miles 
from Trincomalee town. The 
following day we went to 
Nilavel. We spent two days at a 
friend’s house. There was no 
food. We survived on dates and 
woodapple. Then we were told 
the army was coming. We ran out 
Of the house and went mtoa 
church. There were thousands of 
people in the charch premises. 

We thought the place was not 
safe and went into the jangle and 
walked to Kuchchavelt. As there 
was no food we had to cat 
uncooked manioc and drink 
anclean water. A pregnant 
woman gave birth inside the 
joagle. I do not know whether 
they survived”. 


Sampanthapillai and his daughter 
walked to Tiriyai and managed to find 
some bread. After two days at Tiriyai 
boats were arranged for them to travel 
northwards by sea. Six boats left 
Tiriyai and the boats were shelled 
from the Pulmoddai camp. A boat was 
hit and around eight people in the 
boat drowned. The other boats finally 
reached Alampil. 


"At Alamptil people gave us 

coconuts. From there we walked 
northwards and arrived at 
Thanaiyotra on 23 Jane. After 
fen days of walking without 
Proper food my daughter had 
become weak and I had to 
continuously encourage her. A 
relative of ours at Thanniyotru 
fave us food and arranged a lorry 
for us to travel. We arrived at 
Sangupiddy. The place was bemg 
Shelled and there were no people. 
Hfouses had been destroyed. We 
walked farther ten miles and 
arrived at home in Avarankal”’ 


Jaffna was being bombed every day 
and many people died. It was 
becoming dangerous to live in the 
house. Sampanthapillai spent Rs 1800 
and built a bunker in the garden. The 
family lived in the bunker for three 
weeks. Because he had no money he 
decided to go to Colombo. He 
describes his journey as: 


" We crossed the lagoon at 
Vananankulam in the night and 





GLIMPSES OF THE PAST - 


No. 1 


SWEAT AND TEARS THAT NOURISHED THE TOBACCO FIELDS 
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The picture, taken © 1910, shows a woman toiling shoulder to shoulder with men to irrigate a tobacco field. 


Tobacee being a small-holder’s crop in Jaffna came under large scale exploitation by middlemen and money- 
lenders in which big "sharks" came to be involved, especially as the export trade to Travancore became more and 
more lucrative, untill the Jaffna Malayalam Tobacco Co-oerative Sales Society, unique in the country’s Co- 
operative annals, came to the rescue of the small cultivators in 1934. 
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went to lyakkach! in 2 tractor. 
The air force spotted us and fired 
fLranades. Everyone jumped off 
the tractor and ran in alf 
directions. The tractor cleaner 
who was seated next tO Me Was 
hit and died on the spot. 1 was 
Shocked and could not move or 
do anything for some time. The 
effect of the shock has remained 
with me upto now. We carried the 
body and walked south and 
handed it over to the Vavaniku- 
Jam hospital. It had taken nearly 
four days for us to reach 
Vavuniya”’ 


From Vavuniya Sampanthapillai 
went to Colombo by train. The Police 
Department sent him back to 
Vavuniya and he worked there for 
some time. He was harassed by the 
Sinhalese policemen and he was 
threatened with death. A large 
number of Tamil civilians had been 
killed by the police and the army in 
Vavuniya. Therefore he decided to 
leave the island to save his life. As he 
was seperated from rest of the family, 
he and his daughter who was with him 
at that time left the country. He 
arrived in Britain and applied for 
asylum. Since his arrival here, he has 
received information that his house 
in Avarankal has been badly damaged 
in the fighting. The house has been 
photographed by the ICRC. His other 
daughter living in Sri Lanka was shot 
in the leg in cross-fire in the Elephant 
Pass battle and the leg has been 
amputated. 


In Britain Sampanthapillai has been 
admitted. temporarily with restriction 
on residence. Sampanthapillai 
expressed his feeling in the following 
words: 


"I was holding a responsible 
Position in Sri Lanka. I had to 
leave my job and [am now 
seperated from my family. now 
face an uncertain fatare. I really 
don’t know what ] am going to do 
here 


* The name has been changed. 
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